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Board of Governors may consider moving UNC system offices out of Chapel Hill 

By Joe Killian 

In the last few months the UNC Board of Governors has proposed a lot of controversial moves for 
the university system. 

One of the latest might be the most perplexing - even to members of the board itself. 

The proposal: move the entire UNC General Administration out of its traditional home on the Chapel Hill 
campus. 

The reason: Well...it’s complicated. 

The UNC General Administration consists of about 265 UNC system staff members with an annual budget of 
$65.4 million. They report to UNC System president Margaret Spellings and are responsible for a wide range of 
duties, including long-range planning, research, legal and student affairs, financial management, government 
relations and administrative oversight of things like the UNC Press and UNC-TV. 

Last month, after a series of public dust-ups with Spellings , the board of governors convened a 
committee to examine the purpose of the general administration, with an eye toward some 
changes. Chaired by former Republican legislator Bob Rucho, the committee kicked off a series 
of discussions that came to fruition at the full board meeting earlier this month. The proposed 
changes are likely to reemerge at the board’s December 15 meeting. 

Among them: a controversial proposal for the board to hire its own staff and the idea of moving the 
General Administration. 

Spellings opposed the board hiring its own staff, seeing it as an intrusion into her operation of the system and 
its employees. Enough board members - including board Chairman Louis Bissette - sided with her to kill the 
idea in committee. But several board members - most part of a more aggressively conservative wing of the 
board - say they intend to bring it up again. 

During a discussion of moving the system’s core administrative staff at an October task force meeting, 


















Spellings unloaded a series of her own questions. 

“Why now?” Spellings asked of the move. “What are the advantages to the university, to our strategic plan 
goals, to the need to educate more students better and more affordably, more rapidly and to high quality 
levels? How will this make the university’s work different? Will it be enhanced or strengthened? If so, in what 
ways?” \Read more ....] 

Progressive Pulse Blog: 

• Editorials agree: Trump's seizure of consumer protection agency is dreadful news 

• Water quality permit for Atlantic Coast Pipeline still in limbo: DEQ makes fourth request for info 

• National immigration leader to headline Decembers Policy Watch luncheon 

• Interested in running for judicial office in 2018? Here’s a helpful guide 

• Must read: Veteran journalist says GOP tax cuts feed “cancer of inequality” 

Daily Radio Commentary: 

• Dreamers are part of our future: Congress must salvage DACA 

Daily News: 

• Senators vote to open debate on massive GOP tax plan, but Republicans split over key details 

Washington Post 

• Facing pressure, Congress OKs anti-harassment training 
AP US / World I Greensboro.com 

• Senate women: Rules on harassment must change 

The Hill 

• Atlantic Coast Pipeline faces another delay as NC officials push for more details 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Can politicians block critics on Facebook and Twitter? ACLU of NC wades into court battle. 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• NC scientist tapped as Trump adviser quits DEQ, sees ‘politicization of science and law’ 
Raleigh News & Observer 

• NC pushes to learn about Nation levels in Cape Fear 

Wilmington Star News 

• Guantanamo detainee to speak at Raleigh hearings on NC role in CIA torture 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Officials: 315,000 gallons of wastewater spills into creek 

WRAL.com 

• Emails show former Cardinal officials schemed to freeze out state from fund balance 

Journalnow.com 

• Ex-mental health agency leaders ordered away from finances 

WRAL.com 

• Ousted Cardinal leaders tried to keep control of taxpayer money 

WBTV Charlotte 

• Ousted agency CEO says takeover unjustified 

WRAL.com 

• Mental Health Advocates Say the Reckoning at Cardinal Innovations Was a Long Time Coming 

North Carolina Health News 

• ‘They could have raped me or killed me.’ Faulty radios put prison officers in danger. 

Charlotte Observer 

• Airline fees: Congress considering larger ticket fee for airports 

Raleigh News & Observer 




























Daily Editorials: 

• Consumers need more protection 

Greensboro.com 

• Consumers better hunker down 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Historic building tax credits face the wrecking ball 

Fayetteville Observer 

• Rae Carruth is my brother - and needs redemption 

Charlotte Observer 


Our work is supported by readers like you. 

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and thoughtful 
commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial contribution today! 


Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get regular updates from NC Policy Watch, you can now follow us on Facebook and Twitter . 
Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog. 


NC Policy Watch is a project of the North Carolina Justice Center . 

©2016 NC Policy Watch | 224 S. Dawson Street, Raleigh, NC 27601 

You are receiving this email because you signed up online or at an in-person event with NC Policy Watch or the NC Justice Center. You may also be 
receiving this email because you registered to attend one of our events. To stop receiving this email, simply click here to unsubscribe or here to manage 
your subscription . 


Donate 


empowered by salsa* 



















